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Goto et al. 

08/915,004 GROUP NO.: 1636 

August 20, 1997 EXAMINER: Schwartzman, R. 

NOVEL PROTEINS AND METHODS FOR PRODUCING THE 
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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Applicants' Inquiry Concerning Six-Month Suspension of Action by Examiner 
Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.103(b) and MPEP §709 

Further to a communication dated November 23, 1998 from the Examiner in charge of 
the above-referenced application, the six-month period of suspension imposed sua sponte by the 
Examiner expired on May 23, 1999. 

Accordingly, Applicants submit the instant inquiry as to the status of the above- 
referenced application. The Examiner is urged to provide a status ujSdjteto the under 
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Tel. No.: (617) 248-7368 
Fax No.: (6 17) 248-7100 



Christine C. Vito, Ph.D. 
Reg. No. 39,061 
Attorney for Applicants 
Testa, Hurwitz & Thibeault, LLP 
High Street Tower 
125 High Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 021 10 
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CERTIFICATE OF FIRST CLASS MAILING UNDER 37C.F.R. 1.8 

I hereby certify that this correspondence, and any document(s) referred to as enclosed 
herein is/are being deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class mail, postage 
prepaid, in an envelope addressed to the Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 
2023 1 on this 8th day of June, 1999. 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Sir: 
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Suspension of Action by Examiner Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1. 103(b) and 
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